termination of protein content was carried outby the method of Lowry et a1.,5) and a value of 8.1% was obtained. The carboxyl groups of hexuronic acids in the mucilage were reduced with a carbodiimide reagent and sodium borohydride to give the corresponding neutral sugar residues.6) Methylation of the original mucilage and the carboxyl-reduced derivative was performed with methylsulfinyl carbanion and methyl iodide in dimethyl sulfoxide.7) The methylated products were hydrolyzed, and the hydrolyzates were converted into the partially methylated alditol acetates.8 Methyl ethers of hexuronic acids were removed from the hydrolyzate of the methylated original mucilage by treatment with an anion-exchange resin. Gas-liquid chromatography (GLC)-mass spectrometry (MS)9 ) revealed derivatives of 3, These results suggested that the minimal repeating unit of the polysaccharide moiety of the mucilage is composed of seven kinds of component sugar units as shown in Chart 1. Based on the accumulated evidence described here, it may be concluded that the polysaccharide moiety of the mucilage contains the units shown in Chart 3.
The component unit having the repeating structure 
